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2) 3rdgATe 3R AERIST FASIRE MAFars ()  (MAY-2022)
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3) The Rulers of Baroda (Jan-2021)

e To this little history the name has been given at "The Rulers of
Baroda." It deals with the political careers of those men and
classes who have exercised authority over the people of a large
portion of Gujarat during, now, more than a century and a half:
namely, the Gaekwad Rajas, their relations, their ministers, the
military nobles, the money-lenders, the farmers of revenue, and
the sacerdotal or clerkly classes. It says something, too, of the
Peshwas, the British Residents, their Native Agents and others
who at one time or another have shared in the authority of the
Gaekwads and the Maratha party that followed them. Of the
physical aspect of the country of Gujarat, at its people, their
customs and manners, of the cities and holy places, little or
nothing has been said.

e The book has been written with the double view of serving as a
slight work of reference for public servants, and of affording
information to young men who are about to pass from school or
college into public life. It is chiefly that the latter may not be
puzzled or bored with too minute details that certain lists of
accounts of expenses and receipts, and other matters, have been
placed among notes to which the curious only need turn. In the
same way, short biographies of some prominent men, doubtful
or conjectural facts, and occasional dissertations; have been
relegated to small print at the end at the chapter.

e The chief reasons for writing the book are very simple. It seems
a pity that there should be no consecutive account of the main
events in the history of so important a State as that of Baroda.
The nearest approach to such an account is Colonel Wallace's
"Gaekwad and his relations with the British Government", and
there will 'probably appear before long a "Baroda Gazetteer."
But neither work is likely to be within the reach of the persons
for whom this book is principally designed. Again, however
faulty the attempt here made may be, the present moment seems
to be a fit one for its undertaking, for old things are now rapidly
making way for new, and a record of the former should be
plainly given before their memory becomes dimmed.



The main sources from which information has been derived are
English: Tod's Rajasthan, Forbes' Ras Mala, Major Watson's
contribution to the Gazetteer of Gujarat, Grant Duff's History of
the Marathas, Forbes' Oriental Memoirs, Major Wallace's
History; and a large number of records in the Baroda Residency,
a pile of Blue Books, and two or three MS. Precis of Histories,
with some dozen other works, have been drawn upon. If Mr.
Baine's portion of the Gujarat Gazetteer had appeared early
enough, it would have been laid under contribution to
supplement some omissions. Nor has it been thought necessary
to acknowledge the use made at Standard or Government works,
as this book does not pretend to possess any literary merit. It is
true that advantage has also been taken of the few obtainable
Maratha MSS, and of some Records in the State Daftar, while
the opinions on certain points of some native gentlemen have
been collected: but for the most part the sources from which
information has been derived are English. If some day a native
of the country were to compile a History of the State from, say.
Maratha Records regarded from a Maratha point of view, the
result would be more valuable than the one now obtained.

As the ground gone over is in many parts new, important facts
may have been omitted and inaccuracies have been suffered to
creep in. Should any reader kindly take notice of such
shortcomings and point them out to the author, he will contribute
to the improvement of the next edition. There are portions of the
history which require elucidation or amplification, and they
require it because materials have been wanting to the writer. The
history of the Girasias, of the slow conquest of the tributary
States not included in Kathiawad, of the Brahmans of Gujarat
and of the Deccan and Konkan, and of many other matters, has
been slurred over.
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5) AGRTST ARG AlTadT & R@T 79 (DEC-2019)
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6) garslt &1 fAar faea (@vs: yu#) (Sep-2017)
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Urae eIl & WO BT CRITFA ST SRAHATAT
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7) garsht &1 AR feg (@vs: fgdia) (Jan-2018)
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8) waTsil & fIaR favg (@os: i) (Dec-2018)
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